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CANTERBURY BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION INC.

Barry Dent

2020 BOARD 
CHAIR’S REPORT

I	present	my	Report	for	the	year	ended	31	
December 2020.

In	last	year’s	report	I	said	‘change	is	a	never	ending	
process’.	What	I	never	envisaged	were	the	significant	
changes	that	we	would	be	forced	to	make	in	2020	
to	actually	survive.	But	survive	we	have	and,	in	
my	opinion,	we	exited	the	year	in	a	much	stronger	
position	than	envisaged.	What	we	need	to	do	now	is	
to	use	that	position	as	a	‘stepping	stone’	to	bigger	and	
better	things.

OUR PEOPLE:
Whilst	the	2020	Annual	General	Meeting	was	delayed,	
the Appointments Panel process had been completed 
for a March AGM. Tim Bennetts	resigned	his	position	
and Ben Sheat	was	co-opted	to	the	Board	on	07	April	
2020 in accordance with the Constitution. Murray 
Kennedy’s position as an Appointed Board Member 
continued	until	the	AGM	was	held	on	13	October,	at	
which time Murray Kennedy and Ben Sheat were 
appointed to the Board. My heartfelt thanks to Tim 
for	his	unselfish	action	and	for	his	outstanding	efforts	
whilst on the Board and involved in Canterbury 
basketball. Welcome back to Murray and welcome 
on board Ben! 

Clive Beaumont	completed	his	first	year	with	us	as	
General	Manager	in	December.	Clive	has	literally	been	
thrown	in	at	the	‘deep	end’	and	his	leadership	of	the	
operational side of Canterbury basketball has been 
outstanding.	Marty Davison	resigned	his	referee	
coordination	position	during	the	year.	All	the	best	to	
Marty for the future!

STRATEGIC PLAN:
Our	Strategic	Plan	for	the	three	year	period	from	2019	
to	2022	remains	unchanged.	The	Plan,	containing	the	
Strategic	Goals	and	the	Outcomes	has	been	published	
at the web site so all participants can be aware of 
its contents. 

The Plan sets out four areas in particular to achieve. 
They	are	to	be	resilient,	adaptable,	to	be	growing	and	
to	be	vibrant.	It	is	fair	to	say	that	this	Strategic	Plan	will	
be	a	significant	challenge	for	us	to	achieve.	The	Board	
makes	no	apologies	for	this.

Basketball	is	a	fast	growing	sport,	especially	at	school	
level	and	in	youth	age	groups,	and	we	need	to	be	
‘ahead	of	the	crowd’	to	ensure	we	can	cater	for	this	
unrelenting	growth.	More	effort	is	required	to	grow	the	
women’s	game	at	all	levels	and	we	offer	no	apologies	
for this pursuit.

The	General	Manager	has	developed	an	Annual	
Operational	Plan	based	on	the	Strategic	Plan	and	this	
was approved near the end of 2020. Clive will report 
to	the	Board	each	meeting	on	meeting	the	contents	of	
this	Operational	Plan.

ALLOYFOLD CANTERBURY WILDCATS:
The Wildcats are a very important step in the 
pathway	for	Canterbury	women	and	a	great	branding	
opportunity for the future. The 2020 season saw 
the	creation	of	a	very	different	Women’s	National	
Basketball	League	competition	because	of	Covid-19.	
The tournament was held entirely in Auckland with 
the	Women’s	National	League	picking	up	a	significant	
proportion	of	the	costs.	The	Women’s	National	
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Development	League	did	not	proceed.	However	a	3x3	
did	and	was	held	in	Invercargill.

We	need	to	get	back	to	a	home	and	away	competition	
for	the	Women’s	National	Basketball	League	and	
reinstate	the	Women’s	National	Development	League.	
This	will	mean	we	can	actively	promote	these	games	to	
our	loyal	sponsors,	fans	and	developing	players.	

The	Scholarships	for	our	young	women	which	are	tied	
to Wildcats players and their sponsors were not able 
to	continue	last	season	because	no	sponsors	funding	
was	received.	We	are	hopeful	of	reinstating	these	
Scholarships	for	our	budding	Wildcats	in	2021.	

KEY PARTNERSHIPS AND COLLABORATION:
In order to achieve those outcomes set out in the 
Strategic	Plan	we	need	to	work	alongside	a	number	
of	other	organisations.	Those	we	work	alongside	
include	Basketball	New	Zealand	(BBNZ),	Women’s	
National	Leagues	(Women’s	NBL),	Canterbury	Regional	
Basketball	Foundation	(CRBF),	North	Canterbury	
Basketball,	Sport	Canterbury,	School	Sport	Canterbury	
and our local Clubs.

After	a	review	of	and	significant	discussion	by	the	
Board over many months it was decided to not 
renew	our	Agreement	with	the	Canterbury	Regional	
Basketball	Foundation	(CRBF)	from	31	December	
2020	and	return	our	Representative	programme	
in-house	from	2021.	This	decision	was	not	based	
on	performance	–	indeed	the	performance	of	the	
programme	over	the	previous	six	years	was	nothing	
less	than	wonderful	–	but	on	balance	it	was	the	Board’s	
view	that	the	programme	was	a	community	one	and	
should be administered in-house. Hand-over of the 
programme	to	us	was	basically	complete	at	year’s	end.

OUR FINANCES:
A review of the Annual Finance Report shows our 
financial	position	remains	sound	despite	the	Covid-19	
pandemic.	Our	surplus	for	the	2020	year	is	slightly	
larger	than	2019	and	our	net	asset	value	has	increased	
over	2019	as	a	result	of	this	surplus.

During	the	lockdown	and	for	two	months	after	it	
there	were	no	funds	available	to	any	organisation	
from	Community	Grant	funders.	This	highlighted	
Board	concerns	that	our	Community	Grant	funding,	at	
approximately	42%	of	total	income,	would	create	a	risk	
to	the	CBA	should	this	amount	either	reduce	quickly	
or	significantly.	There	is	a	need	to	diversify	our	income	
sources. The CBA has Charitable Status with the Inland 
Revenue.	The	Board	intends	to	explore	the	ability	to	
utilise our Charitable Status to assist to diversify our 

income	sources	with	more	vigour	going	forward.

An area of satisfaction to the Board is the level of 
reserves	held	by	the	CBA.	At	year’s	end	our	reserves	
had	increased	to	approximately	50%	of	the	year’s	
expenditure	-	an	increase	from	last	year	and	nearer	to	
the	Strategic	Plan	goal	set	in	this	respect.

OTHER ISSUES:
As	a	consequence	of	bringing	the	Representative	
programme	in	house	a	Basketball	Development	Plan	
(BDP) was approved and the position of a Basketball 
Development	Manager	was	created	to	oversee	all	
elements of the sport in Canterbury. The appointee will 
commence	in	2021.

As	a	consequence	of	Covid-19	the	Sports	Minister	
has	created	a	number	of	funding	opportunities	for	
sport	and	recreation	–	and	in	particular	basketball.	
BBNZ	has	consulted	widely	over	the	‘Strengthen	and	
Adapt’	Review.	The	finalisation	of	the	Report	and	
subsequent	action	will	not	occur	until	2021	but	I	expect	
that	the	CBA	will	have	significant	involvement	in	any	
redevelopment of the sport as a result of this Review

The	‘Girls	Got	Game’	programme	was	created	in	2019	
and	I	expect	it	to	be	rolled	out	to	a	greater	number	of	
Canterbury	participants	in	2021.			

THE FUTURE:
The	CBA	will	be	50	years	old	in	August	2022.	The	Board	
will	be	looking	to	celebrate	our	fiftieth	birthday	in	a	
fitting	manner	then.

THANKS!
There	are	many	people	who	give	their	time	voluntarily	
to enhance the sport of basketball in Canterbury. 
The	Board	thanks	you	for	the	time	you	give	to	our	
sport. Thanks!

Thank	you	to	the	team	at	the	office,	Nicky,	James,	
Lori,	Rebecca,	and	Clive	for	your	efforts	over	the	last	
year for the betterment of basketball. Your personal 
commitments	to	the	organisation	during	some	
very	trying	times	in	the	first	half	of	the	year	were	
outstanding.	Your	ongoing	commitment	is	very	much	
appreciated! 

Thank	you	also	to	our	supporters,	partners	and	
sponsors	who	assisted	us	during	the	year.	Without	
you we would not be able to provide the community 
with the opportunities they currently have. A list of 
our	sponsors,	partners	and	supporters	is	set	out	
elsewhere in this Report.

To anyone else who assists us in any way thanks to you 
all as well.
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Having	started	in	my	role	in	December	2019,	I	guess	
it	is	fair	to	say	that	the	first	full	year	in	the	role	was	
and	will	be	unique	to	my	tenure	as	GM	of	Canterbury	
Basketball	Association,	and	I	hope	that	it	will	remain	
so	and	we	can	have	a	”normal”	year	in	2021,	if	there	is	
such	a	thing.

I have made clear that there should be a balance 
between the recreational side of the Sport and the 
elite	development	pathways	and,	charged	with	putting	
into	place	the	Strategic	plan	through	to	the	end	of	
2022,	I	will	always	have	this	at	the	forefront	of	my	
considerations. 

Change	at	BBNZ	is	coming	particularly	once	the	
funding	level	from	the	Strength	and	Adapt	fund	from	
SportNZ is known. I will continue to advocate for the 
implementation of a structure across New Zealand 
which	is	more	apt	to	deliver	programmes	which	
enhance all areas of the Sport. 

Locally,	I	continue	to	challenge	the	team	as	to	how	
we	at	CBA	can	enhance	basketball,	by	adding	value	
into	the	clubs	and	rolling	out	a	raft	of	development	
programmes	with	regards	to	Club	Capability,	Coach	
Education	and	mentoring,	Referee	Development	across	
all	levels	of	the	game.

The CBA club development plan must continue to 
move	forward	with	existing	clubs	being	assisted	to	
amalgamate	(where	appropriate)	and/or	grow	their	
capability.	The	target	of	8	Tier	1	clubs	is	too	ambitious	
given	the	playing	population	in	clubs	and	the	current	
level	of	clubs	is	sufficient	in	my	view	to	service	the	
needs	of	the	community.	Having	fewer,	well	run	and	
sustainable	clubs	is	a	far	better	target	for	the	future.

An	area	of	huge	potential	remains	the	development	
of the female side of the sport. At CBA we will aim 
to position ourselves at the forefront of this with 
specific	emphasis	in	2021	in	the	Girls	Got	Game	

programme	with	other	initiatives	to	be	bolted	on	to	
this in due course.

A	special	thanks	to	all	the	CBA	staff	this	year	for	their	
contribution	and	efforts	in	a	challenging	year.	The	CBA	
office	operate	as	a	genuine	team	and	share	a	common	
vision for the future of the sport in Canterbury and 
New	Zealand.	In	2020	it	would	be	hard	for	me	to	find	
a team of people who were more adaptable and 
responsive	to	constant	changes	that	the	pandemic	
imposed	upon	us,	with	the	aim	of	ensuring	that	the	
Basketball community enjoyed a worthwhile season.

The	CBA	Board,	who	give	generously	of	their	time	and	
expertise,	should	be	given	the	credit	they	deserve	
in	a	difficult	year.	They	too,	showed	great	calmness,	
governance	and	adaptability	in	responding	to	what	for	
a	while	seemed	to	be	a	threat	to	our	very	existence.	

Our	aim	was	always	to	maintain	capacity	and	capability	
so that once the pandemic was over we retained the 
ability to deliver basketball to the community and 
with	this	in	mind	the	Board	approved	a	raft	of	budget	
changes	to	ensure	sustainability	both	for	CBA	and	for	
clubs.	Overall	these	adaptations	effectively	put	$	39	
669	back	into	the	basketball	community	by	reducing	
fees,	and	investing	in	clubs	to	rollout	programmes	as	
well as coach education opportunities. At the end of 
the year a healthy surplus was achieved but it cannot 
be	emphasised	how	close	it	was	to	being	a	completely	
different	financial	report.

I would also like to thank all those individuals and 
organisations	who	support	the	work	of	the	Association	
and	Clubs.	The	coaches,	administrators,	referees,	
funding	organisations,	sponsors,	and	players	are	all	
partners	on	the	journey,	and	integral	to	the	success	
of	the	sport	in	the	region.	I	am	looking	forward	to	
an	exciting	2021,	as	we	start	the	implementation	
of our new structure to enhance all aspects of our 
wonderful Sport.

Clive Beaumont

GENERAL MANAGER’S
REPORT

G
EN

ER
AL

	M
AN

AG
ER

'S
	R
EP

O
RT



7

ANNUAL REPORT 2020

James Lissaman

CLUB BASKETBALL
REPORT

OVERVIEW
2020	was	one	of	the	most	challenging	
years	to	run	a	sport	in,	with	a	global	
pandemic	affecting	life	for	everyone	in	
New Zealand.

ANZAC	Day	was	our	originally	planned	tip-
off	day,	but	with	the	entire	country	going	
into	lockdown,	the	start	of	our	season	
was delayed until it was deemed safe. 
Unsurprisingly,	the	basketball	community	
in	Canterbury	adapted	tremendously,	
getting	teams	ready	to	begin	the	
competitions in mid to late June.

We had an increase in team entry 
numbers	prior	to	Aotearoa	going	into	
lockdown,	but	ultimately	were	very	happy	
to have the same number of teams able to 
play in our 2020 winter club competitions 
that	had	the	previous	season	(166).	The	
altered	calendar	meant	most	grades	had	
a	slight	decrease	in	the	number	of	games,	
with	fees	adjusted	accordingly.

The	necessary	calendar	changes	meant	
we	had	to	alter	Finals	days,	and	instead	

ran	a	Finals	Weekend,	with	both	Saturday	
and	Sunday	used	to	find	the	winners	of	
the	20	different	grades	we	offered	on	
September	26	and	27.

The	McDonald’s	Thomson	and	Whelan	
competitions	had	44	teams	enter	(three	
more	than	2019).	The	major	change	these	
competitions	had	in	2020	was	having	
the	Division	I	and	II	finals	split	over	two	
nights,	with	all	games	played	on	the	
show-court	set-up	at	Cowles	Stadium,	a	
development well received by the teams 
and the sponsor alike. The competitions 
were	to	be	used	to	qualify	and	seed	teams	
for the BBNZ Secondary School National 
Championship,	which	is	something	we	
hope will be a feature adopted by BBNZ 
and	SSNZ	in	the	future,	in	terms	of	
seeding	our	teams	for	any	qualification	
tournaments.

The success of our implementation of 
self-registration	for	members	(started	in	
2019)	was	shared	on	the	BBNZ	Technology	

Roadshow with the other basketball 
associations	from	all	over	Aotearoa.	Our	
knowledge	of	how	the	system	could	be	
used	to	help	with	contract	tracing	was	a	
key	component	for	the	guidelines	BBNZ	
prepared for all associations to run 
basketball	activities	under	the	country’s	
level	two	guidelines.

Once	again,	I	would	like	to	thank	all	the	
administrators	and	coaches	I	deal	with,	
the work many of you do as volunteers 
is so vital for what we are able to achieve 
as	a	sport,	and	I’m	excited	to	see	how	
much more we can do under “normal” 
circumstances.	Everyone	in	the	CBA	office	
has	gone	above	and	beyond	what	would	
be	expected	from	them	in	a	regular	year,	
which	was	immensely	helpful	enabling	
us to run our competitions as smoothly 
as possible.
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LL MILES TOYOTA MEN’S PREMIER LEAGUE:  
ATAMI vs PIONEER
Atami	was	the	team	to	beat	throughout	the	year,	with	an	almost	
perfect	record	on	the	line.	Last	year’s	beaten	finalist	(Pioneer)	
was	back	again,	and	bolstered	by	the	late-season	addition	of	
Taylor Britt.

The	final	did	not	disappoint,	a	back-and-forth	affair	eventuated,	
with	never	more	than	8	points	separating	either	team.	

Atami	led	most	of	the	first	half,	with	Ben	Williams	(24,	10	
rebounds)	and	Derek	Albertsen	(17)	featuring	prominently.

In	the	final	quarter,	Pioneer	came	back.	Marty	Davison	had	
13	points	and	9	assists,	but	it	was	Taylor	Britt’s	play	down	the	
stretch	that	saw	him	named	Finals	MVP	(26,	9	rebounds).

Atami	Captain	Derek	Albertsen	had	a	final	second	shot	to	win	
the	game	after	a	Pioneer	miss	from	the	Free	Thrown	line,	and	a	
converted	tip	in	that	would	have	sent	the	final	game	of	the	year	
into	extra	time	was	just	after	the	final	buzzer.	Pioneer	surviving	
to	record	an	80-78	win.

First V: 
Ben Bowie – Lincoln University
Oli Davies – Pioneer
Kurt Feneon – Atami
Jozef Knottenbelt – Gators
Ben Williams – Atami (MVP)

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses

Atami 11-1 Championship Finalist and Hoben Trophy Winner

Gators 8-6 Hoben Trophy Finalist

Pioneer 7-5 Championship Winner

Lincoln University 5-7

University of Canterbury 5-7

Checkers 4-8

North Canterbury 4-8

WINTER CLUB BASKETBALL  
FINALS REPORT
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MEN’S DIVISION ONE:  
PIONEER BLUE vs EASTSIDE BALLERS
Pioneer	Blue’s	extensive	depth	saw	them	finally	reach	the	Grand	
Final,	against	the	Eastside	Ballers.	The	Ballers	used	some	great	
defence	in	the	first	half	to	build	a	four-point	lead.	Nino	Diaz	
led	all	scorers	with	21	for	the	Ballers.	A	13-0	run	for	Pioneer	
spanning	the	half-time	break	was	enough	to	give	them	a	lead,	
which	they	never	relinquished.	Willem	Tolhoek	scored	18,	while	
his	frontcourt	teammate	Dan	Pauu	had	11	(and	was	named	Finals	
MVP)	pulling	away	at	the	end	of	the	game	to	win	74-52.

First V: 
Kyle Clapperton – Atami Wizards
Paul Havill – Wolverines Blue
Scott Howell – Atami Casa de Banos
Jesse Kocroft – Eastside Ballers (MVP)
Dan Pauu – Pioneer Blue

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses

Pioneer Blue 12-0 Championship Winner

Atami Casa de Banos 9-3 Top Five

Eastside Ballers 7-5 Championship Finalist

Wolverines Blue 6-6 Top Five

Gators Red 6-6

Atami Wizards 5-7 Top Five

NC Honey Badgers 5-7

Wolverines Black 2-9

Checkers 1-10

MILES TOYOTA WOMEN’S PREMIER LEAGUE:  
NORTH CANTERBURY vs HALSWELL
The	Women’s	Premier	league	contracted	slightly	in	terms	of	team	
numbers,	as	part	of	the	framework	to	improve	the	retention	and	
standard of players in our female competitions.

North Canterbury completed their perfect season as they 
easily	accounted	for	Halswell	in	the	Grand	Final,	who	had	
qualified	after	upsetting	the	Lincoln	University	team	in	the	
semi-final	round.

Some	early	threes	for	Halswell	gave	them	the	edge	at	the	
start	of	the	game,	with	Terina	Wanoa	(12,	11	rebounds)	and	
Fran	Edmondson	(11,	8	rebounds)	performing	well	for	the	
“green	machine”.

North	Canterbury’s	Mary	Goulding	was	outstanding	–	netting	
a	triple-double	(24,	16	rebounds,	10	assists)	and	well	deserving	
of	being	named	as	Finals	MVP.	Debutant	Alloyfold	Canterbury	
Wildcat	Gemma	Etheredge	was	a	defensive	terror	for	the	
champions	with	16,	8	steals.

North	Canterbury	retained	their	Premier	League	Championship,	
winning	the	final	game	of	the	season	87-47.

First V: 
Fran Edmondson – Halswell
Mary Goulding – North Canterbury (MVP)
Lauryn Hippolite – Lincoln University
Esra McGoldrick – North Canterbury
Tessa Morrison – University of Canterbury

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses

North Canterbury 12-0 Championship Winner and Patron’s Trophy Winner

Lincoln University 7-5 Patron’s Trophy Finalist

Halswell 3-9 Championship Finalist

University of Canterbury 2-10

Photos: Richard Connelly – Gamefacenz
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MEN’S U23:  
ATAMI vs LINCOLN UNIVERSITY BULLS
Early	on,	LU	looked	to	get	their	name	back	on	the	U23	Trophy,	
pulling	away	from	Atami	by	11	points	early	in	the	game.	Multiple	
fightbacks	ensued	from	Atami,	eventually	grabbing	the	lead	in	
the	second	half.	Ben	Hall	was	outstanding,	needing	only	25	shots	
to	score	33,	and	Ben	Bowie	had	11	points	and	18	rebounds	in	his	
final	U23	game	for	LU	–	as	they	pulled	the	lead	back	from	Atami	
late	in	the	fourth	quarter.	However,	it	was	the	youngster	from	
Atami	-	Tanae	Lavery	who	was	named	Finals	MVP	(26	points),	and	
his	running	mate	Patrick	Rodger	(16)	who	helped	spark	the	final	
Atami	push,	as	they	won	a	thriller	96-92.

First V: 
Ben Hall – Lincoln University (MVP)
Matt Mischewski – Gators
Jacob Mulholland – UC
Sam Riley – Checkers
Patrick Rodger – Atami

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses

Lincoln University Bulls 14-1 Championship Finalist

Atami 10-2 Championship Winner

University of Canterbury A 7-5 Top Five

UC Christ’s College 7-6

Gators Green 6-6 Top Five

Checkers 6-6 Top Five

Pioneer Pacers 4-9

Gators Red 4-9

University of Canterbury B 1-12

WOMEN’S DIVISION ONE:  
HALSWELL GREEN vs HALSWELL RED
Club	mates	faced	off	against	each	other	in	the	Women’s	Division	
One	final	again	–	only	this	time	the	2019	result	was	flipped.	The	
Halswell	Red	team	used	a	stellar	fourth	quarter	to	win	the	grade,	
largely	on	the	back	of	a	22-7	run	to	close	out	the	game.	Nina	
Pau’u	(13)	and	Finals	MVP	Victoria	King	(12)	stood	out	for	the	Red	
team,	while	Lisa	Book’s	21	and	Stacey	Hickford’s	11	kept	their	
Green	team	in	touch.	An	ecstatic	Halswell	Red	winning	58-51

First V: 
Sonja Akkerman – Halswell Green
Lisa Book – Halswell Green
Megan Ellis – Royals
Annette Hynes – UC
Victoria King – Halswell Red (MVP

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses

Halswell Red 4-2 Championship Winner

Halswell Green 4-2 Championship Finalist

Royals 3-3

University of Canterbury 1-5
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WOMEN’S U21: GATORS vs ST. ANDREW’S COLLEGE
The	first	half	of	the	WU21	season	was	combined	with	the	
Women’s	Division	One	competition	–	with	the	younger	WU21	
teams	just	edging	ahead	11-9	in	terms	of	wins	between	the	
grades.The	best	two	WU21	teams	from	throughout	the	season	
met	in	the	final,	and	Gators	was	able	to	ride	the	hot	shooting	
of	Hannah	Mischewski	(44	points	-	named	Finals	MVP)	to	the	
championship.	Maia	Williamson	(11)	and	Courtney	Godinet	(11)	
also	reached	double	figures	for	Gators.

St.	Andrew’s	was	nursing	some	injuries	after	the	Whelan	Trophy	
win	earlier	in	the	week,	with	Isabella	Gibson’s	16	and	Maddie	
Morrow’s	11	leading	the	way.	In	the	end,	there	was	no	stopping	
Mischewski,	as	the	Gators	won	convincingly	79-49.

First V: 
Kate Herman – Checkers
Elsie McRobb – North Canterbury
Hannah Mischewski – Gators (MVP)
Lauren Whittaker – St. Andrew’s College
Maia Williamson – Gators

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses

Gators 10-0 Championship Winner

St. Andrew’s A 8-2 Championship Finalist

North Canterbury 5-5

Checkers 5-5

Royals 1-9

University of Canterbury 1-9

MEN’S U20 A:  
ST. BEDE’S CHECKERS vs GATORS RED (8 TEAMS)

MEN’S U20 MIDDLE:  
PIONEER YELLOW vs ATAMI SPARTANS (8 TEAMS)

MEN’S U20 DEVELOPMENT:  
CHECKERS RED VS PAPANUI CHECKERS (6 TEAMS)

Gators	Red	may	have	surprised	some,	by	qualifying	for	the	
final,	but	proved	they	definitely	belonged	once	they	got	there	
against	the	very	strong	St.	Bede’s	Checkers	team.	A	dream	
second	quarter	saw	Gators	up	by	16,	with	Artem	Chensky	(22,	14	
rebounds)	and	Ah-Li	Fenika	(18,	9	rebounds)	standing	out.

The	third	quarter	was	all	St.	Bede’s,	to	the	tune	of	a	37-
13	scoreline,	as	they	grabbed	the	lead.	Walter	Brown	was	
everywhere,	scoring	35	and	grabbing	16	rebounds	en	route	to	
being	named	Finals	MVP,	while	Taylor	Willis	had	22	points	and	9	
rebounds.	Gators	fought	back	valiantly	to	tie	the	game,	but	St.	
Bede’s	showed	their	composure	to	secure	the	win	87-80

In the Middle Grade Pioneer Yellow just defeated the Atami 
Spartans	97-95.	Enda	Brenna	had	41	and	was	named	MVP,	while	
if	Atami	had	pulled	ahead	at	the	end,	it	likely	would	have	seen	
Kaleb	Chamberlain,	who	had	36	himself,	honoured.

In	the	Development	Grade,	it	was	an	intra-club	affair,	with	
Checkers	Red	(94)	knocking	off	the	Papanui	Checkers	(89).	Kyran	
Tranter	had	30	points,	and	was	named	Finals	MVP.

First V: 
Walter Brown – St. Bede’s Checkers (MVP)
Jayden Cameron – Checkers
Carlton Chitongo – Gators Green
Caleb Conyers – Checkers
Ah Li Fenika – Gators Red

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses

St. Bede’s Checkers 10-2 Championship Winner

Checkers 8-4 Championship Finalist

Gators Green A 7-5

Pioneer Cashmere 7-5

Gators Red 6-6

STC Pacers 5-7

North Canterbury White 3-4 (Moved from Middle Grade)

Pioneer Blue 2-10
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BOYS’ U17 A:  
CHRISTCHURCH BOYS’ A vs CASHMERE GOLD (12 TEAMS)

BOYS’ U17 MIDDLE:  
BURNSIDE GREEN vs HILLMORTON GATORS (10 TEAMS)

BOYS’ U17 DEVELOPMENT:  
ST. THOMAS RED vs CHRISTCHURCH BOYS’ B (5 TEAMS)

Christchurch	Boys’	High	A	leaned	heavily	on	zone	defence	
throughout	the	year,	and	despite	a	few	scares	throughout	the	
season,	managed	to	ride	this	to	a	win	in	the	Grand	Final.	Perry	
Ratahi	(25)	and	Finals	MVP	Ryan	Pringle	(20)	both	scored	above	
twenty.	For	Cashmere	Gold	it	was	Campbell	Stewart	(24)	as	the	
only	member	able	to	break	the	same	scoring	mark.	CBHS	pulled	
away	in	the	second	quarter	to	win	89-74.

Overtime	was	needed	in	the	Middle	grade,	with	Burnside	Green	
83	edging	Hillmorton	Gators	78.	Brooklyn	Menandez’s	16	points,	
and	his	defensive	efforts	saw	him	named	Finals	MVP.

The	Development	Grade	saw	St.	Thomas	Red	win	quite	
comfortably	over	Christchurch	Boys’	High	B	88-65.	Rourke	
Johnson	(13)	taking	home	the	Finals	MVP	award.

First V: 
Thomas Barrett – Rangiora High
Ryan Pringle – Christchurch Boys’ High
Riley Sa – Ashburton College
Alex Wenmoth – Cashmere Maroon (MVP)
Harry Weston – Cashmere Gold

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses A Grade Teams

CBHS A 9-1 Championship Winner

Rangiora High 9-1

Cashmere High Maroon 9-1

St. Bede’s College Red 7-3

Cashmere High Gold 6-4 Championship Finalist

Middleton Grange Gators 5-5

St. Andrew’s College White 5-5

Shirley Boys’ High Spartans 

A
4-6

Rolleston College 3-2 (Moved from Middle Grade)

Ashburton College 2-8

Riccarton Gators 1-9

Gators Red 0-10

WOMEN’S UNDER 18:  
RANGIORA vs AVONSIDE LADY EAGLES
As	was	the	general	theme	for	Grand	Finals,	this	was	another	game	
only	decided	in	the	dying	stages	of	the	game.	2019	Champions	–	
Avonside	only	led	for	a	few	minutes	of	game-time,	but	were	tied	
at	47-47	midway	through	the	fourth	quarter.	Kyla	Lynch-Brown	
(16)	and	Eseta-Claire	Navunisaravi	(16)	both	scoring	well	for	the	
Lady	Eagles.	Rangiora	had	a	great	performance	from	Ashlyn	Rean	
(22),	and	the	Finals	MVP	award	went	to	Hannah	Jagger,	who	had	
14	points	in	a	thrilling	58-55	win	for	Rangiora	High.

First V: 
Hannah Jagger – Rangiora
Kyla Lynch-Brown – Avonside Lady Eagles
Aliyah Newton – North Canterbury
Ashlyn Rean – Rangiora (MVP)
Ella Sharpe – St. Andrew’s Junior

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses

Rangiora 8-1 Championship Winner

North Canterbury 6-3 Top Four

Avonside Lady Eagles 5-4 Championship Finalist

St. Andrew’s Junior 5-4 Top Four

Checkers 3-5

Pioneer Cashmere 3-5

St. Andrew’s Senior B 0-8
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GIRLS’ U15:  
CHECKERS vs GATORS
Checkers	was	too	strong	for	a	relatively	young	Gators	team,	as	
Niamh	Chamberlain	had	22,	and	Finals	MVP	Poppie	Busch-Ward	
had	19	points.	For	Gators	Helene	Mischewski	had	15,	but	it	was	
Checkers	who	won	every	quarter,	holding	up	the	trophy	after	a	
convincing	76-35	win.

First V: 
Poppie Busch-Ward – Checkers
Joyce Estuaria – Gators
Joanna MacAskill – Checkers (MVP)
Charlotte O’Reilly – Selwyn Hawks
Grace Tull – North Canterbury White

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses

Checkers 9-1 Championship Winner

Wharenui Gators 7-3 Championship Finalist

North Canterbury White 7-3

North Canterbury Maroon 4-6

Pioneer 3-7

Selwyn Hawks 0-10

BOYS’ U15 A: MIDDLETON GRANGE GATORS vs 
CHRISTCHURCH BOYS’ A (6 TEAMS)

BOYS’ U15 UPPER-MIDDLE:  
CASHMERE A vs ST. ANDREW’S (8 TEAMS)

BOYS’ U15 LOWER-MIDDLE:  
CELEBRATION LIONS vs GATORS GREEN (12 TEAMS)

BOYS’ U15 DEVELOPMENT:  
PAPANUI BLUE vs CHRISTCHURCH BOYS’ B (6 TEAMS)

In	the	A	Grade	Christchurch	Boys’	High	A	looked	to	have	most	of	
the	answers,	amassing	an	eight-point	lead	in	the	second	quarter,	
with	George	Teear	dropping	21	for	Boys’	High.	Middleton	Grange	
Gators	provided	their	own	questions	though,	as	they	grabbed	
the	lead	for	good	in	the	third	quarter.	Ethan	Robinson	scored	
20,	and	his	teammate	Jairus	Montenegro	(14)	was	named	Finals	
MVP.	Gators	holding	on	to	a	five-point	win	74-69	as	the	final	
buzzer	sounded.	

Cashmere	A	was	too	strong	for	St.	Andrew’s	in	the	Upper-Middle	
Grade.	Winning	convincingly	94-43.	Samuel	Kenny	led	all	scorers	
with	23,	and	was	named	Finals	MVP

In	the	Lower-Middle	Grade	Celebration	Lions	used	a	huge	
41-point	game	from	Finals	MVP	Anthony	Mano	as	they	knocked	
off	Gators	Green	98-78.

The	Development	Grade	saw	Papanui	Blue’s	Isaiah	Wineto	
named	Finals	MVP,	as	they	defeated	Christchurch	Boys’	
High	B	58-53.

First V: 
Christopher Christof – Christchurch Boys’ High
Arron Glenn Malonzo – Gators Red
George Teear – Christchurch Boys’ High
Ethan Robinson – Middleton Grange Gators
Manaia-Ariki Wharepapa – Shirley Boys’ Spartans (MVP)

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses A Grade Teams

St. Thomas Saints 9-1 Championship Finalist

Gators Red 9-1

Middleton Grange Gators 6-4 Championship Winner

Shirley Spartans A 6-4

Selwyn Hawks 5-5

St. Bede’s College Red 4-6
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JUNIOR ALL- STARS: 
Our	Junior	All	Stars	season	was	a	casualty	of	the	COVID-19	
pandemic,	and	was	not	contested	in	2020,	but	should	be	
back	in	2021.

BOYS’ U13: WHARENUI GATORS GREEN vs  
COWLES CHARGERS BLACK (9 TEAMS)

BOYS’ U13 DEVELOPMENT:  
PIONEER YELLOW vs PIONEER WHITE (10 TEAMS)

Cowles	Black	was	aiming	for	back	to	back	trophies,	and	this	result	
looked	likely	early	on.	A	14-2	run	for	Wharenui	Gators	Green,	led	
by	Finals	MVP	Jared	Opsima’s	16	points	helped	Gators	Green	to	a	
10-point	lead	–	putting	a	Cowles	win	severely	in	doubt.

Cowles	Black	wasn’t	done	though,	with	last	year’s	Finals	MVP	
Hoani	Ifopa-Togia	dropping	24,	as	they	came	storming	back	to	
grab	the	lead	in	the	final	minutes	of	regulation.	Ben	Ashman	had	
13	for	Gators,	as	they	retook	the	lead,	just	barely	hanging	on	
to	win	56-55.

In the Development Grade Pioneer Yellow defeated their 
clubmates	(Pioneer	White)	72-58.	Matthew	Randall	(12	points)	
took home the Finals MVP award.

First V: 
Eniitan Ewebiyi – Cowles Black
Hoani Ifopo-Togia – Cowles Black
Mana Martin – Selwyn Hawks (MVP)
Milan Newton – North Canterbury Pumas
Ethan Weston – Pioneer Blue

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses A Grade Teams

Cowles Chargers Black 9-0 Championship Finalist

Wharenui Gators Green 5-3 Championship Finalist

North Canterbury Cheetahs 5-3

Selwyn Hawks A 4-4

Pioneer Blue 4-4

North Canterbury Pumas 4-4

North Canterbury Lions 3-5

North Canterbury Tigers 3-5

Celebration Lions Purple 1-6 (Played some games in Development Grade)
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Administrator of the Year: James Lissaman

Whilst all club administrators have 
performed admirably this year it is clear 
to all that CBA Community Basketball 
Manager	James	Lissaman	performed	
above	and	beyond	during	the	most	
challenging	of	seasons	to	ensure	that	
everyone	got	to	play	basketball	in	
meaningful	competitions,	operating	in	
periods both with and without protocols.

This	award	is	long	overdue	and	one	which	
recognises	James	in	his	pivotal	role	to	
making	a	success	of	the	2020	season	for	
all	who	enjoy	playing	the	game.

Coach of the Year: Nate Searle

Nate Searle has been involved in 
the	creation	and	running	of	the	
Celebration Lions club. He was involved 
in	coaching	from	mini-ball	and	Hoops	
levels,	right	through	to	the	Waitaha	
Under	19	Boys’	team	and	our	Midnight	
Basketball	programme.

Nate has attended and provided coach 
development courses at all levels and has 
worked	hard	to	not	only	upskill	himself,	
but also others.

Congratulations	Nate!

Services to Basketball: Sharon Erwood

Sharon	Erwood	gives	generously	of	her	
time	to	the	basketball	community.	In	2020,	
she	did	plenty	–	organizing	and	training	
individuals,	and	providing	LiveStats	for	
54	Club	games	this	season	(including	
every	single	game	in	the	Miles	Toyota	
Men’s	Premier	League,	as	well	as	many	
other	games	we	asked	her	to	help	with,	
including	all	four	McDonald’s	Thomson	
and	Whelan	Grand	Final	games.	It’s	not	
just in the CBA where Sharon provides 
LiveStats,	she	regularly	is	called	upon	
for both the NZ and Australian NBL 
competitions.

Thank	you,	Sharon,	for	being	such	a	
valuable member of the Canterbury 
Basketball Community.

Bruce Martin Award - Contribution to Bas-
ketball: Steph and Bill Eldred

This award is presented to someone (or 
people	this	year)	that	have	given	back	to	
the	refereeing/basketball	community	in	
multiple	ways.	In	such	a	trying	year,	their	
ongoing	support	and	encouragement	
made the year that much smoother. The 
time	they	put	into	the	referee	programme,	
mentoring	and	giving	feedback	to	the	
referees	and	watching	them	develop,	
has	been	exceptional,	much	needed	and	
appreciated.

They assisted after the departure of the 
referee	manager	and	continue	to	give	
back	to	the	refereeing	community.	It	is	
truly deserved to award  the Bruce Martin 
Award	–	Contribution	to	Basketball	for	
2020	to	Steph	and	Bill	Eldred.

Club of the Year: Pioneer

We	want	to	acknowledge	the	great	work	
that	all	clubs	have	done	during	a	very	
trying	year	to	keep	basketball	in	such	a	
positive space.

Pioneer	have	shown	great	initiative	in	the	
past	year,	particularly	in	the	junior	and	
social-media space (see their facebook 
banner	as	an	example	of	this!),	engaging	
and	promoting	their	community.	The	
Pioneer	club	had	19	teams	compete	in	our	
winter	club	competitions,	in	addition	to	
the multitude of junior teams they service 
in their own internal competitions.

Congratulations	to	the	Pioneer	club	for	
their	hard	work	and	initiative	during	2020.
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Like	every	other	competition,	the	2020	Midweek	Competition	
was	put	to	a	halt,	albeit	having	played	the	first	week	of	
competition before the nation went into lockdown. 

MIDWEEK WOMEN
The	Midweek	Women’s	grade	saw	six	teams	entering	the	
competition. Pioneer Pumas earned a fourth consecutive 
appearance	in	the	Grand	Final	against	one	of	their	own,	
Pioneer Pacers. 

The	Pacers	thought	they	might	have	a	chance,	having	come	up	
against	the	champions	three	weeks	prior	to	the	Grand	Final,	only	
falling	short	by	10	points.	However,	the	Pumas	came	to	win	and	
they achieved just that. Jo Casey (as per) came back for another 
season,	not	only	taking	away	Finals	MVP	for	another	year	but	
scoring	an	outstanding	26	points	to	win	the	ladies	their	fourth	
Championship	with	the	help	from	Connie	Dick	(13	points)	and	
Kim	Jarvis	(12	points).	

First V: 
Jo Casey – Pioneer Pumas
Bree Cumming – Checkers Blackhawks
Connie Dick – Pioneer Pumas (MVP)
Jen Emnas – Pioneer Pacers
Carmel Gunn – CYA 

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses

Pioneer Pumas 15-0 Championship Winner

Pioneer Pacers 8-7 Championship Finalist

Checkers Blackhawks 8-7

CYA 6-9

Halswell 4-11

Royals 4-11

MIDWEEK MEN
Checkers White made the Grand Final for the second year 
in	a	row,	having	fallen	short	in	2019	when	against	UC.	They	
came back in 2020 to redeem themselves with a couple of key 
additional	players	needed	to	bring	the	championship	home.	

It	was	however	not	a	walk	in	the	park.	BLIA	South	Island,	the	
newcomers	to	the	Midweek	Competition	started	clearly	showing	
a	desire	for	this	same	championship.	It	was	a	tight	game	
throughout.	BLIA	South	Island	was	not	giving	up	on	this	fight	
easy,	as	they	trailed	Checkers	White	by	just	three	points	at	half	
time.	Yi-Lun	Kao	scoring	13	points,	helped	BLIA	South	Island	stay	
in	the	game.	However,	this	was	not	enough	to	defeat	Checkers	
White	and	their	go-to	3-2	zone	defense	which	caused	many	
disruptions	for	BLIA	South	Island.	After	a	short-drinks	break,	
Checkers	went	on	a	8-0	run	which	helped	them	finish	the	game	
at	a	nail	biting	48-41	win.	

Canterbury	Rams	Head	Coach	Mick	Downer,	tucked	away	the	
white board and chucked on the Basketball boots and had an 
outstanding	performance,	scoring	nine	points	for	his	Checkers	
team.	Ed	Book	may	sit	comfortably	in	the	five-man	position	
but	he	can	also	take	the	lead	and	bring	the	ball	up	the	court.	
However,	scoring	18	points	and	receiving	Finals	MVP	proved	he’s	
still	got	what	it	takes	to	play.	

First V: 
Jack Ansell – Midnight Marauders (MVP)
Ed Book – Checkers White
Kai Liu – BLIA South Island
Logan Martin-Wilson – Midnight Marauders 
Jeremy Phillips – Atami 

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses

Midnight Marauders 13-1

BLIA South Island 9-5 Championship Finalist

Atami 9-5

Checkers White 8-6 Championship Winner

ARK Basketball 8-6

University 7-7

Royals 2-12

Pioneer Pacers 0-14
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MCDONALD’S HIGH SCHOOL 
COMPETITIONS

MCDONALD’S THOMSON TROPHY DIVISION I FINAL: 
CHRIST’S COLLEGE vs ST. ANDREW’S COLLEGE
The	COVID	Alert	Level	dropped	just	in	time	for	all	spectators	to	
be	able	to	come	to	the	finals	of	the	2020	High	School	Season

St.	Andrew’s	featured	in	the	McDonald’s	Thomson	Trophy	
Grand	Final,	and	like	their	female	counterparts,	possessed	
an	unbeaten	record	going	into	the	game.	Christ’s	College	had	
dropped	two	games	during	the	competition,	but	took	solace	
from	the	very	close	game	they	played	against	StAC	to	wrap	up	
the	regular	season.

Both	teams	came	out	of	the	gate	ready	to	play	a	very	up-tempo	
game,	with	Alex	Lind	able	to	make	Christ’s	pay	for	some	poor	
closeouts	early	in	the	game.	The	StAC	defensive	anchor,	Flynn	
McGuinness battled foul trouble and had to watch his teammates 
from	the	bench	for	most	of	the	first	half.

Hunter	Adam	(27,	11	rebounds)	and	Josh	Book	(31,	8	rebounds,	
8	assists)	started	to	find	their	groove	towards	the	end	of	the	
second	quarter	for	Christ’s,	and	blew	out	what	was	looking	like	a	
game	that	would	be	decided	in	the	dying	minutes	with	a	surgical	
35-15	third	quarter.	Benji	Freeman	(27)	connected	on	some	of	
his	trademark	threes	“from	way	downtown”	for	St.	Andrew’s,	but	
could not stem the tide. 

Christ’s	College	the	2020	Thomson	Trophy	winners	with	a	
final	score	of	113-94	,	with	Hunter	Adam	taking	home	the	
Finals MVP award.

Thomson Division I Award Winners (Selected by each school.  
MVP unless otherwise noted)
Kambell Stills - Ashburton College
Stephen Li - Burnside High
Yuma Kuwasaki - Cashmere High
Cameron Talbot - Christchurch Boys’ High
Josh Book - Christ’s College (Co-MVP)
Nale Fifita - Christ’s College (Co-MVP)
Elijah Velasco - Middleton Grange
Caleb Murray – Rangiora High  
Enda Brennan – Riccarton High
Greg Rodger - Shirley Boys’ High
Benjamin Freeman - St. Andrew’s College (Co-MVP) 
Tanae Lavery - St. Andrew’s College (Co-MVP)
Walter Brown - St. Bede’s College (Co-MVP) 
Taylor Willis - St. Bede’s College (Co-MVP)
Kobe Northmore - St. Thomas of Canterbury College

2019 Regular Season Wins-Losses Division One Teams

St. Andrew’s College 10-0 Championship Finalist

Christ’s College 8-2 Championship Winner

St. Bede’s College 7-3 Qualified for National Championship

Christchurch Boys’ High 6-4 Semi Finalist

Cashmere High 5-5 Quarter Finalist

Middleton Grange 5-5 Top Six

Rangiora High 5-5 Quarter Finalist

St. Thomas 5-5

Shirley Boys’ High 4-6 Top Six

Ashburton College 3-7

Burnside High 2-8

Riccarton High 0-10
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MCDONALD’S THOMSON TROPHY  
DIVISION II FINAL:  ROLLESTON COLLEGE vs 
RANGIORA NEW LIFE
Despite	needing	to	play	the	game	under	level	two	restrictions	
(meaning	only	a	maximum	of	100	people	in	total	being	allowed	in	
a	group),	each	team	brought	a	limited	number	of	supporters	who	
made up for their relative lack in numbers with a lot of noise for 
their	chosen	team.	Rangiora	New	Life	started	as	the	underdog	
despite	being	against	a	relatively	young	Rolleston	College	team.

A	highly	entertaining	first	half	resulted	in	Rolleston	having	a	
slight	edge	at	the	main	break.	New	Life	responded	best	out	of	
the	third-quarter	gate,	where	a	three-point	bucket	by	Benjamin	
Wildey	(22)	gave	his	team	a	two-point	lead. Cooper	Johnson	
(38,	7	steals)	and	Liam	Jack	(11	points,	15	rebounds)	were	huge	
defensively	for	Rolleston,	helping	spark	a	17-2	run	to	answer.	
Eventually	Rolleston’s	difference	in	depth	was	too	much	for	RNLS	
to overcome. 

Rolleston	College	were	crowned	the	Division	Two	champs	after	
a	89-68	win,	with	Cooper	Johnson	selected	as	Finals	MVP,	after	a	
stellar	offensive	and	defensive	game.

Thomson Division II Award Winners (Selected by each school.  
MVP unless otherwise noted)
Mitch Delfin - Cathedral College
Harvey Johnson - Ellesmere College
Liam Day – Hagley College
Matt Chai – Hillmorton High
Tim Geldard – Hornby High (Co-MVP)
Brandon Gray – Hornby High (Co-MVP)
Sam Anderson – Kaiapoi High
Jonathan Allan - Lincoln High
Jayden Bamford - Linwood College (Co-MVP)
Zarkeigh Tonihi - Linwood College (Co-MVP)
West Te Awhe - Linwood College (MIP) 
Ezra Mataiti - Mairehau High
Maska Karaitiana - Mairehau High (MIP) 
Fletcher Murray – Papanui High
Caleb Kilpatrick - Papanui High
Josh Thornton - Rangiora New Life
Cooper Johnson - Rolleston College
Miharo Wati - Te Pā o Rākaihautū

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses Division Two Teams

Rolleston College 10-0 Championship Winner

Rangiora New Life 7-3 Championship Finalist

Kaiapoi High 7-2 Semi Finalist

Cathedral College 6-4 Semi Finalist

Linwood College 6-3 Quarter Finalist

Lincoln High 5-5 Top Six

Hagley College 5-5

Te Pā o Rākaihautū 4-5 Quarter Finalist

Hillmorton High 4-5

Hornby High 3-7 Top Six

Papanui High 3-5

Mairehau High 1-8

Ellesmere College 0-9
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MCDONALD’S WHELAN TROPHY DIVISION I FINAL:  
ST. ANDREW’S COLLEGE vs MIDDLETON GRANGE 
HIGH SCHOOL
As	with	the	boys	team	the	St.	Andrew’s	College	Whelan	team	was	
also	unbeaten	heading	into	the	final,	but	faced	a	well-coached	
Middleton	Grange	team,	who	had	given	them	a	run	for	their	
money earlier in the year.

Nursing	some	injuries,	StAC	leaned	on	their	defensive	pressure	
against	the	Gators,	grabbing	15	steals	from	Middleton	Grange	
over	the	course	of	the	game.	Lauren	Whittaker	managed	to	score	
25	off	the	bench	for	St.	Andrew’s,	with	Te	Rina	Cooper	(17,	14	
rebounds)	ably	filling	the	lead	guard	role	throughout	the	contest.	
Middleton	was	able	to	keep	the	game	close	enough	to	strike	from	
the	three-point	line,	with	Maia	Williamson	hitting	four	as	part	of	
her	15	points,	and	her	back-court	partner	Katie	Van	Den	Bogaert	
(26)	dropping	three	from	behind	the	arc	too.

Ultimately	though,	it	was	the	St.	Andrew’s	size	on	the	glass	that	
spelled	doom	for	the	Gators,	with	Lose	Faingaanuku	(12,	14	
rebounds)	grabbing	nine	offensive	rebounds	herself.	This	helped	
St.	Andrew’s	to	a	35-14	third	quarter,	as	they	were	untroubled	the	
rest	of	the	way	to	win	90-59,	and	Lauren	Whittaker	being	named	
as the Finals MVP.

Whelan Division I Award Winners (Selected by each school.  
MVP unless otherwise noted)
Sophie Adams - Ashburton College 
Kyla Lynch-Brown - Avonside Girls’ High
Courtney Godinet - Christchurch Girls’ High 
Katie van den Bogaert - Middleton Grange
Izzy Orr – Papanui High
Faith Beattie – Rangiora (Service to Basketball)
Hannah Crabtree - St. Andrew’s College

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses Division One Teams

St. Andrew’s College 10-0 Championship Winner

Middleton Grange 8-2 Championship Finalist

Rangiora High 7-3 Qualified for National Championship

Ashburton College 6-4 Semi Finalist

Christchurch Girls’ High 4-6

Avonside Girls’ High 3-7

Rangi Ruru Girls’ 2-8

Papanui High 0-10

MCDONALD’S WHELAN TROPHY DIVISION II FINAL: 
LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL vs CASHMERE HIGH 
SCHOOL
Lincoln	High	had	an	unbeaten	season	on	the	line,	against	a	
well-drilled	Cashmere	team	(who	had	only	dropped	one	game	all	
year	themselves	–	to	Lincoln).	A	back	and	forth	first	quarter	went	
Lincoln’s	way	with	a	seven-nothing	run,	they	built	on	this	in	the	
second	quarter	–	going	into	the	half	time	break	up	by	13	points.

Cashmere	struggled	to	contain	Kate	Herman	(22,	14	rebounds)	
and	Samantha	McCrone	(21,	11	rebounds)	in	the	third	quarter,	as	
Lincoln	started	to	run	away	with	the	game.	Amelia	Cunningham	
did	a	good	job	navigating	the	LHS	defence	on	her	way	to	
20	points,	but	ultimately	Dave	Harrison’s	Cashmere	team	
succumbed	to	a	well-deserving	Lincoln	team,	with	Kate	Herman	
being	named	as	the	Finals	MVP.

Lincoln	High	School	completed	their	perfect	season	with	
a	92-61	win.

Whelan Division II Award Winners (Selected by each school.  
MVP unless otherwise noted)
Rallan Lazo - Burnside High
 Amelia Cunningham - Cashmere High
Emma Johnson - Ellesmere College
 Bree Hill – Hagley College
Lynette Sakaria – Hillmorton High
Emma Sewell – Kaiapoi High
Sam McCrone – Lincoln High
Willow Keen - Rangiora New Life
Sophie Cribb – Riccarton High
Tayla Hardy - St. Margaret’s College
Alex Robinson - Villa Maria College

2020 Regular Season Wins-Losses Division Two Teams

Lincoln High 10-0 Championship Winner

Cashmere HIgh 9-1 Championship Finalist

St. Margaret’s 8-2

Ellesmere College 7-3

Villa Maria College 6-4

Hagley College 5-5

Kaiapoi High 4-6

Rangiora New Life 3-7

Burnside High 2-8

Riccarton High 1-9

Hillmorton High 0-10

J A M E S 	 L I S S A M A N

Community Basketball Manager
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Mel Downer

ALLOYFOLD CANTERBURY
WILDCATS REPORT

The	Alloyfold	Canterbury	Wildcats	weren’t	immune	
to	the	effects	of	COVID-19,	appointing	two	separate	
Head Coaches in 2020. With Dene Robinson appointed 
initially,	and	beginning	pre-season	training	before	the	
planned	NBL	season	was	cancelled,	Dene	reluctantly	
stepped down from the position. 

Once	the	Women’s	NBL	was	resurrected	as	the	
“18IN18”	(eighteen	games	played	in	eighteen	nights),	
hosted entirely in Auckland in November I was 
fortunate	enough	to	be	appointed	to	the	Head	
Coaching	position	to	build	on	the	work	that	Dene	
had started. 

The	compressed	18in18	season	presented	many	
challenges,	however	losing	two	major	contributors	to	
injury	during	the	NBL	3x3	Cup	which	was	held	the	week	
before	the	18in18	season	(Tessa	Morrison	for	the	entire	
campaign	with	an	ACL	injury,	and	Lauryn	Hippolite	with	
a calf strain) was a major blow to the team.

Despite	this	setback	and	the	challenges	posed	by	
the	significant	travel,	back	to	back	games	and	tight	
turnarounds,	the	team	buy-in	was	great,	with	a	
commitment	to	the	cause,	and	an	unwavering	belief	
in	the	system	which	was	evident	throughout	the	
campaign.	With	a	“team	first”	culture	based	on	the	
core	values	of	Professionalism,	Performance,	Pride	
and	Competitiveness,	athlete	and	staff	engagement	
and	attendance	were	both	very	high	throughout	the	
season.	Professional	standards	were	built	upon,	with	
the	team	receiving	many	compliments	about	how	

they	conducted	themselves	to	the	highest	standard,	
presented impeccably and professionally and 
represented the Canterbury Wildcats brand and the 
greater	Canterbury	basketball	community	proudly.

As	an	extension	of	the	great	work	that	Lori	McDaniel	
does	with	community	coach	education,	a	Pilot	Female	
Coach	Program	was	created,	with	promising	female	
coaches	being	involved	in	Wildcats’	practices	and	
planning.	Vicky	Cowley,	Helen	Williamson,	Alice	
Clarkson	and	Ashlee	Bilbrough	all	committed	to	
developing	their	craft	through	immersing	themselves	
fully	into	the	Wildcats’	environment,	increasing	their	
competencies,	connections	and	confidence.	

The	Wildcats’	campaign	wouldn’t	have	been	possible	
without the unbelievable support from the CBA 
and	the	Wildcats’	committee	–	THANK	YOU!	Some	
of	the	additional	things	provided	which	made	a	
huge	difference:

• Ability	to	take	extra	players	and	staff	on	the	road	
outside of allocation

• Extra	food	budget	on	top	of	daily	per	diem	provided

• Ability	to	provide	a	Refuel	Station	at	trainings

• Media session

• A	male	taxi-squad	who	would	come	and	play	the	
team	once	a	week	during	practice	sessions

• The	design	of	the	apparel	the	team	wore	was	the	best	
in	the	league

• Prehab/Rehab	equipment
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Player Points Assists Rebounds Blocks Steals Turnovers

Fran Edmondson* 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kat Jones 5 2.4 0.4 3.4 0.2 0 2

Terai Elia 4 8.8 1.8 10 0 4.5 1.8

Shea Crotty 5 5 3.8 2.4 0 4.4 4.8

Lauryn Hippolite 3 7.3 1.7 2 0 1 2.7

Brittany Richards 5 7.8 0.8 4.2 0 0.8 1.4

Isabelle Cook 3 7 0.7 1.7 0.3 0.3 3

Rosalia Samia 5 7.6 1.4 2.2 0 1.8 4.2

Tiana Placid 4 1.8 0.3 2.8 0 1.8 0.3

Gemma Etheredge 4 11.5 2.5 9 0 3 5.3

Millie Knight 5 3.8 0.4 3.2 0.2 0.8 1.2

Isabella Luhetoa 3 3 0.3 1.0 0.3 0.7 0.3

*injured in game one of competition

Even	though	what	I	felt	was	the	best	organizational	
support	in	the	competition,	we	couldn’t	quite	break	
through	with	on	court	results,	dropping	five	close	and	
hardly	fought	games	all	hosted	in	Auckland.	The	team	
were most disappointed at the loss to the Waikato 
Wizards	–	leading	late	in	the	fourth	quarter,	but	

eventually	losing	a	heart-breaker	in	overtime.

Having	seen	the	growth	from	the	players	involved	
in	the	program	in	2020	and	their	ability	to	deal	with	
extreme	adversity	with	humility	and	resilience,	I’m	
excited	to	see	what	we	can	achieve	in	the	2021	season.
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Lori McDaniel

COACH DEVELOPMENT 
AND WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Foreword

2020	turned	out	to	be	quite	the	year,	but	
I	am	proud	to	say	I	am	part	of	a	sporting	
community	that	embraced	the	challenges,	
adapted,	and	was	able	to	provide	quality	
sporting	experiences	for	our	participants.

On	a	personal	note,	I	would	like	to	
extend	a	massive	thank-you	to	the	CBA,	
and	the	wider	basketball	community,	
for	supporting	myself	and	my	family	
through	a	devastating	loss.	It	was	in	
those	difficult	moments	that	I	was	truly	
able	to	appreciate	just	how	much	being	
a member of the Canterbury Basketball 
Association meant to me.

Lock Down

While	lock	down	posed	many	challenges,	
it	also	presented	some	unique	
opportunities	for	us	an	organization.

Lock Down with Lori

Over	the	course	of	level	3	and	4	lock	
down,	I	was	able	to	produce	21	episodes	
of	generally	light-hearted	interactions	
with	our	local,	and	national,	basketball	
community. These short videos allowed 
us all to still maintain some semblance 
of	connection	and	togetherness	in	a	time	
when	we	were	having	to	stay	physically	
removed	from	our	neighbours	and	
families	and	received	over	25,000	views.

Hoops at Home

With the help of members of our 
community	(and	staff,	James	Lissaman),	
we were able to provide free weekly online 
skill sessions for our junior basketball 
participants	during	levels	3	and	4.

This	programme	was	a	truly	collaborative	
effort,	with	families	recording	session	
from	plans	I	provided,	them	sending	me	
the	footage	to	edit,	and	then	James	to	
post	them	on	our	Facebook	page.

Over	4.5	thousand	people	viewed	these	
videos	during	lock	down.

Community Coaches Catch Up Newsletters

To	make	the	most	of	our	coaching	
community	being	at	home,	I	started	a	
weekly newsletter that contained links to 
podcasts,	articles,	and	relevant	drills	and	
skills videos. This newsletter went out to 
anyone	who	had	signed	up	for	a	coaching	
course with the CBA in the past two years. 

With	over	400	coaches	receiving	the	email	
it	was	great	to	get	feedback	and	responses	
on the content

FEMALE BASKETBALL
While	there	was	a	small,	but	steady,	
increase	in	the	numbers	of	girls	and	
women	playing	our	sport	in	club	and	
high	school,	what	was	most	encouraging	
was	the	number	of	schools,	and	young	
girls	taking	advantage	of	our	Girls	Got	
Game	programmes.	Girls	Got	Game	is	a	
programme	designed	for	primary	school	
aged	girls	to	give	basketball	a	go	in	a	safe	
environment,	with	their	friends,	while	
being	coached	by	females

• 15	schools	participating	in	the	GGG	
programme	in	2020

• 300	girls	involved	in	Girls	Got	Game	
sessions in 2020

• 8	female	coaches	involved	in	delivering	
sessions

• 4	Clubs	providing	Girls	Got	Game	
programmes

COACH DEVELOPMENT
With	the	constant	change	of	alert	levels,	
many	of	our	formal	and	official	courses	
were	postponed,	interrupted,	or	reshaped	
to accommodate the restrictions. The 
positive	side	of	this,	is	that	we	were	able	
to	deliver	a	few	courses	via	zoom	to	some	
of	our	outlying	associations	and	coaches	
which	was	a	new	experience	for	me.

The Coach Development aspect that 
I	am	most	proud	of	in	2020,	was	the	
formation,	and	regular	meeting,	of	6	Club	
Development	Officers	into	our	Hoops	
Collab Group.

This	group	of	dedicated	development	
officers	were	able	to	meet	multiple	times	
during	2020	(including	zoom	meetings	in	
lock down) to discuss and action some of 
the topics below in their respective clubs:

• What is best practice for Junior 
Basketball Competitions

• How can we show appreciation and 
value our to our members

• How can we best develop our club 
coaches

• How can we best create and share 
resources

• What tools can we use to best 
standardise	delivery	of	our	programmes

• Formal -v- Informal coach development

This collaboration has led to more parent 
and	coach	education	being	delivered	in	
our	clubs.	We	are	excited	that	the	number	
of	development	officers	in	our	collab	will	
increase	in	2021.

Via	Basketball	New	Zealand,	we	were	
able	to	provide	online	formal	coaching	
courses	via	Sport	Tutor,	including	an	
introductory course called Aktive Good 
Sports.	This	course	and	others	were/
are	available	through	our	Canterbury	
Basketball Website.

2020 also saw our Coach Development 
and	Coaching	Resources	links	on	our	
website updated. We have added links 
to the World Association of Basketball 
Coaches,	and	other	relevant	websites	to	
assist	our	coaches	in	finding	resources.

I	was	fortunate	enough	to	be	able	to	
continue my personal development in 
2020	through	the	following	avenues:

BBNZ were able to host one Coach 
Development	workshop	for	Regional	
Coach	Development	Officers	in	2020.	This	
was held in Auckland over a 3-day period

• BBNZ National Team Coaches forum 
held in Auckland over 2 days

• Sport New Zealand Leadership 
Conference and Workshop on Levels of 
Perspective and Balance is Better held in 
Auckland over 3 days

• PCS Coaches Network (CRBF) an 
ongoing	cohort	of	basketball	coaches	in	
Canterbury

• Head	Coaching	a	Basketball	New	
Zealand	National	Age	Group	Team	(Girls	
U15)

Being	able	to	accommodate	a	world	
pandemic	in	2020,	has	me	greatly	looking	
forward	to	what	can	be	achieved	in	2021.
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2020	saw	significant	development	from	all	
clubs and the association itself in terms of 
Referee Development.

Halfway	through	the	season,	we	
farewelled Marty Davison as he departed 
from	his	role	as	Senior	Referee	Manager.	
Thanks	Marty,	for	the	work	that	you	have	
done and continue to do for the Referee 
community in Canterbury.

The	Sal’s	NBL	league,	was	not	the	same	
as	in	previous	years.	The	2020	Sal’s	NBL	
Showdown was created to allow players to 
play	in	a	professional	national	league.	This	
also	allowed	up-and-coming	referees	to	
take	part	and	experience	what	it	is	like	to	
referee	in	the	Sal’s	NBL.	We	saw	Hamish	
Dale,	Marty	Davison,	Matt	Bathurst	
and	Toni	Smith-Hunwick	officiate	in	this	
competition,	with	Marty	getting	appointed	
to	officiate	the	Grand	Final.	

The	Women’s	NBL	was	also	restructured.	
The	18in18	concept	was	fashioned	
and Toni Smith-Hunwick and Matthew 
Bathurst represented Canterbury. Toni 
being	appointed	the	D-League	Final	and	
Matthew,	the	18in18	Grand	Final.	

The 3X3 Schick Cup was a new National 
tournament	created	to	generate	
interest	and	give	exposure	to	the	3X3	
game.	The	small	panel	of	5	officials	saw	
Hamish Dale named.

During	the	offseason,	we	have	worked	
hard	to	continue	the	growth	of	referees	
in Canterbury. CBA attended multiple 
high	schools	around	Canterbury	which	
helped with recruitment for our ever-
growing	competitions	but	also	trained	
referees	sufficiently	for	Secondary	School	
Sport	Canterbury	and	their	Friday	Night	
Competition. 

There was only two National Tournaments 
and Canterbury was lucky to host one of 
them.	Congratulations	to	the	following	
referees that attended: 

Under 17 Nationals: Hamish Dale (Finals 
Referee),	Toni	Smith-Hunwick	(Finals	

Referee),	Harry	Skirrow,	and	Jayden	
Rosanowski. Referee Trainer: John Bartlett 
(Technical Commissioner). 

Under 15 Nationals: Austin Smart 
(Bronze	Medal	Game	Referee),	Blake	
Rosanowski,	Bryn	Southam,	Chris	Conner,	
Hunter	Cutbush,	Summer	Anderson,	and	
Tyler Radbourne (Finals Referee). 

Our	Canterbury	Basketball	Referee	
awards	were	presented.	The	following	
were	recognised	for	their	dedication,	
achievement,	and	their	commitment	to	
Canterbury Basketball. 

• 	Most	Improved	Junior	Referee	–	
Summer Anderson

• 	Junior	Referee	of	the	Year	–	Tyler	
Radbourne

• 	Most	Improved	Senior	Referee	–	Jacob	
Cromb

• 	Senior	Referee	of	the	Year	–	Hamish	
Dale

We	have	a	great	and	experienced	
panel of Referee Trainers who have 
helped	throughout	the	season	with	
the development of referees in our 
competitions: John Bartlett; Lauren Cahill; 
Hamish	Dale;	Bill	Eldred;	Steph	Eldred;	
Darrel Flynn-Thompson; Toni Smith-
Hunwick; Gavin Zimmerman; Raewyn 
Willocks; Neville Donaldson; and Raelene 
Forde,	and	our	thanks	go	to	them	all	for	
their tireless work and enthusiasm for the 
development of referees. 

I	would	also	like	to	acknowledge	our	
Floor Controllers who have done an 
exceptional	job	this	year	by	making	sure	
that their venue is run smoothly and 
ensuring	COVID	protocols	were	adhered	
to:	Christina,	Grant,	Blake	and	Jayden	
Rosanowski; Cathy Hyland; Jamie Graham; 
Darrel Flynn-Thompson; Jayden Reid; 
Mikaere Harewa; Richard Kenny; Mel 
Duggan;	Austin	Smart;	Rani	Hammond;	
Jasinta	Ososoo;	Mary	Goulding;	Emerson	
Pirker; Ravi Prasad and Tyler Radbourne. 

Rebecca Moon

REFEREE MANAGER’S
REPORT
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Lincoln	University	offers	sport	scholarships	in	union	
with	six	different	Regional	Sporting	Organisations.	
In conjunction with the Canterbury Basketball 
Association,	they	have	offered	basketball	as	one	of	
these	from	2013	onwards.

Congratulations	to	the	following	students,	who	
began	their	scholarship	assisted	study	at	Lincoln	
University in 2020:

• Jarred Burnett	Middleton	Grange	School	
(Christchurch)

• Lauryn Hippolite	Middleton	Grange	School	
(Christchurch)

• Corban Mason	Hamilton	Boys’	High	School	
(Hamilton)

• Pafe Momoisea	Manurewa	High	School	(Auckland)

• Noa Price	Rangiora	High	School	(Rangiora)

• Hamish Robinson	Mount	Aspiring	College	(Wanaka)

• Emma Trolove	Craighead	Diocesan	School	(Timaru)

We	also	had	two	post-graduate	scholars	in	the	
programme	in	2020:

• Ben Bowie	Lincoln	High	School	(Christchurch),	Lincoln	University

• Brittany Richards	St.	Hilda’s	Collegiate	(Dunedin),	University	of	
Alaska Fairbanks

The	following	students	will	be	recognized	at	the	Lincoln	University	
Graduation	Ceremony	in	2021:

• Lucy Brown	(Bachelor	of	Sport	and	Recreation	Management)

• Josiah Williams (Bachelor of Commerce)

• Ben Hall (Bachelor of Commerce)

With	COVID-19	affecting	nearly	all	UTSNZ	national	and	
international	events,	the	only	inter-university	event	that	LU	was	
able	to	compete	in	was	a	South	Island	Triangular	tournament,	
which	also	involved	the	Universities	of	Canterbury	and	Otago.	
Lincoln University won both the male and female competitions.

The	applications	received	for	basketball	scholarships	in	2021	were	
extremely	strong,	and	Lincoln	University	sent	out	another	large	
number	of	offers.

James Lissaman

LINCOLN UNIVERSITY
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME
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Website

www.canterbury.basketball

Canterbury Basketball Association

Cuthbert Green Sports Centre

220	Pages	Road	Wainoni

Christchurch	8062

Postal Address

Canterbury Basketball Association

PO	Box	24063	City	East

Christchurch	8141
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